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“Love is the main thing in saving faith;

the life and power of it…

produce great effects”
 
—JONATHAN EDWARDS
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Prologue
 
In this study, Pastor Marvin R. Knight explains what it means 
to truly love the Lord and the promises to those who love 
God.
 
“If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed. Maranatha.”
1 CORINTHIANS 16:22
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1.
Introduction

 

W
hat you LOVE can be discerned by what you HATE. 
Solomon wrote in Proverbs 8:13, “to fear the Lord is to 
hate evil.” What you stand for can be seen in what you 
stand against. The closing statement from the Apostle Paul 
reveals not only what his supreme love is but also the 
inevitable doom of those who do not share Paul’s supreme 
love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The closing of the First Epistle to the Corinthians consists of 
three parts. First, Paul asks for the grace of Christ to be with 
them (16:23). Second, he declares his love toward them 
(16:24), and third, he makes a sharp-edged threat to those 
who take the name of Christ as Christians but do not love Him 
from the heart. “If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be 
accursed.”
 
Here is a brief observation of the key words in this short but 
sharp verse.
 
•The word “if” is a first-class condition that assumes something is true. 
In other words, there is a reality that some within the church “do not 
love the Lord.” 
 
 
•The phrase “does not love the Lord” is in the present tense, 
which means that this lack of love is a continuous attitude 
that they possessed. It was not that they loved the Lord 
once in the past, but they do not love him now. The 
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language conveys that they never loved the Lord, but they 
continue to profess to know and love Jesus.
 
•The word “love” is not agape, but phileo. This means two 
things: First, if one does not have a fondness for Jesus, it 
is highly unlikely that they will agape or love the Lord with 
their will. Second, any true love for the Lord will display a 
tender affection for Him. For you recall, when Jesus 
questioned Peter’s love for Him, Jesus used the word 
agapao the first two times, but the final time, He used 
phileo and deemed it acceptable to Himself. 
 
Why is the person who does not love the Lord to be 
accursed or devoted to destruction? Well, let’s think about it 
in the context of how Paul uses it in other places. In Romans 
9:3, Paul entertained the wish that, if it were possible, he was 
willing to be damned for Israel to be saved. James Denny 
called it “a spark from the fire of Christ’s substitutionary love, 
for he is prepared to die in their place.” Here Paul uses the 
term as an expression of what he was willing to undergo if it 
would lead to the salvation of his countrymen.
 
In Galatians 1:8-9, Paul pronounced a divine judgment upon 
himself or an angel from heaven if they would distort the 
Gospel. In other words, to change the only message that 
results in the sinner’s salvation is not only hateful to God but 
deserves severe judgment. The third place this 
pronouncement is found is as a contrast in 1 Corinthians 12:3. 
Jews call Jesus accursed, and what Christians call Jesus is 
Lord, through the Spirit. The first is a confession of unbelief 
and blindness. The second is a confession of faith and 
illumination. The saving confession made by every single 
Christian of the Lordship of Christ can be made only under 
the inspiration of the Spirit. Now anyone can mouth the 
words, “Jesus is Lord,” but what determines whether their 
confession is real? Saving? Spirit-inspired? 
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Paul closes this letter by reminding the Corinthians that “love” 
is the remedy for many of the ills that afflicted the church 
community in Corinth (13; 16:14)—love for Christ and love for 
His people. Jonathan Edwards once wrote, “Love is the main 
thing in saving faith; the life and power of it…produce great 
effects.”1  
 
 
 


1 Johnathan Edwards, Writings on the Trinity, 448.
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2.
What Does it Mean to Truly  Love 
the Lord?

 
	To love Him is to possess saving faith.

 
•John 1:11-13—He came to His own, and those who were His own 
did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
 
•John 8:42—Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you 
would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, 
for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me.
 
	To love Him is to value Him as your supreme treasure.

 
•Matthew 13:44—“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 
hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from 
joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

•Matthew 10:37—“He who loves father or mother more than Me is 
not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than 
Me is not worthy of Me.
 
	To love Him is to love His truth.

 
•2 Thessalonians 2:9-10—that is, the one whose coming is in 
accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and 
false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of wickedness 
for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the 
truth so as to be saved.
 
	To love Him is to love His appearing.

[image: Line Line]
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•2 Timothy 4:7-8—I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also 
to all who have loved His appearing.
 
	To love Him is to trust Him.

 
•John 5:41-44—I do not receive glory from men; 42 but I know you, 
that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. 43 I have come 
in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes 
in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, 
when you receive glory from one another and you do not 
seek the glory that is from the one and only God?

•John 3:18-19—He who believes in Him is not judged; he who 
does not believe has been judged already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 This is 
the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men 
loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.
 
	To love Him turns obedience into delight and victory. 

 
•1 John 5:3-5— For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments; and His commandments are not 
burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; 
and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith.5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
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3.
What Is the Promise to Those Who 
Love God?

 
•Romans 8:28—And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose.
 
Our love for God is a sign of His prior love for us, which 
has found expression in the effectual call of salvation. 
What do we know? The context reveals four truths about 
God that we know 1) Those He foreknew, He predestined, 2) those 
He predestined, He called, 3) those He called, He justified, 4) 
those He justified, He glorified. But at the front of all those 
affirmations, we know something else—we do not always 
understand what God is doing, but we know that all things 
are working toward our supreme good. Like Joseph, we 
can say about whatever hardship and difficulty we face in 
this world, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good” (Gen.50:20, NIV).
 
•1 Corinthians 2:9—but just as it is written,
“Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard,

And which have not entered the heart of man,

All that God has prepared for those who love Him.”
 
Paul has been drawing the distinction between the 
wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God. The wisdom 
of the world rejects the message of the cross (1:18), fails to 
come to know God (1:21), and is passing away. On the 
other hand, the wisdom of God is hidden from the world 
but granted to believers. It is a wisdom that no one could 
[image: Line Line]
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conceive or imagine and is not the product of human 
intelligence. The wisdom believers have is not discovered 
by them; it is revealed to them. It is a mystery (2:7), 
predestined for believers and eluding unbelievers. In this 
verse, Paul is making the point that human beings have 
not seen, heard, or imagined what God has prepared for 
believers, who are also described as those who love Him. 
Unbelievers see in the cross the humiliation and 
degradation of Jesus, but believers perceive the love of 
God, and thus, love for God is awakened in their own 
hearts when they see that Christ died for them (Rom.5:6, 
8, 10). 
 
•1 Corinthians 8:3—but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him.
 
To be known by God is another way of speaking of God’s 
electing grace. For instance, the Lord declares to Israel in 
Amos 3:2, “you only have I chosen of all the families of the earth.” The 
word for chosen translates the verb “known” (egnon). 
Similarly, the Lord says of Abraham, “I have chosen [edein, lit. 
“known”] him.” (Gen.18:19). We find the same thing in Jeremiah 
1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew [epistamai] you.” Paul’s 
point is that boasting in knowledge is not the supreme 
thing, but what is decisive is whether one is known by 
God. Inclusion in the kingdom is due to God’s electing 
love.
 
•Ephesians 6:24—Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ with incorruptible love.
 
Notice, grace is promised to all those who love the Lord 
Jesus with a certain kind of love that Paul calls 
“incorruptible” (aphtharsia), which means incapable of 
breakdown or decay. The same word is used of the 
resurrection body, which is called imperishable (1 
Cor.15:42). Grace is the divine favor to be with those who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ with an undying, enduring love.
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•1 Peter 1:8-9— and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and 
though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the 
outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.
Our love for Jesus is not based upon physical sight but a 
relationship created by the new birth, which results in 
believing Christ and His Word. So, when trials come, we 
don’t blame Christ; we believe Him despite the 
circumstances or consequences. If we say we love Him, 
we must also trust Him—because love and trust go 
together. So how do you grow in trust during the storms of 
life? By feeding on the Word of God. By fellowshipping 
with the Son of God. Fellowship with Christ through His 
Word not only strengthens our faith, but it also deepens 
our love. Spurgeon used to say, “Little faith will take your 
souls to heaven, but great faith will bring heaven to your 
soul.” 
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CONCLUSION
How do we cultivate this supreme love for Christ that 
believers share? We can take William Borden’s motto as our 
own.
 
•No REFUSAL—Wherever He leads, I’ll go.
•No RETREAT—I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back.
•No REGRETS—To whom shall we go? Jesus has the satisfying words 
of eternal life.
 
Our God is love, and all His saints
His image bear below;
The heart with love to God inspired,
With love to man will glow.
 
Oh, may we love each other, Lord,
As we are loved of Thee;
For none are truly born of God,
Who live in enmity.2 
 


2 J.Richardson, “Love,” from The Hymnal of the Reformed Church in the United States: A 
Selection of Hymns and Tunes for Christian Worship, (General Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the United States, 1890), #348
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